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WHO SANITATION SYSTEM FACT SHEET 

At shared facilities, a person (or persons) to clean and 
carry out other maintenance tasks (e.g. repairs to super-
structure) on behalf of all users needs to be identi�ed.

End use/disposal: As the excreta in the resting pit 
is draining and degrading for at least two years, the 
resulting pit humus needs to be manually removed 
using shovels – vacuum truck access to the pits is not 
necessary. 

The pit humus removed should be in a safe, useable 
form, although workers must wear appropriate personal 
protection during removal, transport and end use. 

Mechanisms for protecting 
public health
Toilet and containment: The toilet separates users 
from excreta and the pit isolates the excreta and path-
ogens within it from physical human contact. 

The main mechanism for pathogen reduction is through 
long storage time. The conditions in the pit are not fa-
vourable for pathogen survival, which die o� over time. 
Leachate permeates from the pit into the surrounding 
soil and pathogens contained in the liquid are �ltered 
out, adsorbed onto particles, or die o� during their slow 
travel through soil. 

During rains, the toilet and the pit contain fresh excreta 
and prevent it from being washed away into surface 
water bodies, while squat-hole covers or lids can reduce 
disease transmission by preventing disease carrying 
vectors from entering and leaving the pit 2, 3.

Treatment: Since it has undergone signi�cant dewa-
tering and degradation, pit humus is much safer than 
raw, undigested sludge. Therefore, it does not require 
further treatment in an o�site treatment facility. If there 
are concerns about the pathogen level or quality of the 
pit humus, it can be further composted in a dedicated 
composting facility before it is used (see Fact sheet 5).

End use/disposal: Pit humus has good soil conditioning 
properties and can be applied in agriculture 5. If there 
is no end use for the product, it can be permanently 
disposed of.
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